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SUBJECT: REACTION TO PANMUNJOM INDICENT 

1 . THE PANMUNJOM INCIDENT RECEIVED FRONT-PAGE COVERAGE IN THE 
MAJOR LIMA DAILY "EL COMERCIO" UNDER AUGUST 19 HEADLINE "NORTH 
KOREANS KILLED TWO U.S. OFFICIALS IN DEMILITARIZED ZONE". ARTICLE 
WAS FROM AP. ON AUGUST 20 "EL COMERCIO" RAN A FRONT-PAGE AP STORY 
HEADLINED "U.S. REENFORCES ITS AIR ARM IN KOREA AND PUTS TROOPS 
ON ALERT". NORTH KOREAN VERSION OF THE INCIDENT WAS OBVIOUSLY 
NOT SUPPORTED IN AP COVERAGE. 

2. HOWEVER, AN EARLIER ARTICLE IN "EL COMERCIO" DEALING WITH THE 
HISTORY OF THE KOREAN CONFLICT WAS UNABASHED NORTH KOREAN PROPAGANDA 
CARRIED WITHOUT ATTRIBUTION. IN WIDE RANGING CONVERSATION OF 

CHARGE WITH FONOFF AMERICAN DEPARTMENT CHIEF ALVAREZ CALDERON, 

THE SUBJECT OF KOREA AROSE. ALVAREZ CALDERON STATED THAT THE "EL 
COMERCIO" ARTICLE ON THE KOREAN QUESTION HAD BEEN LAMENTABLE. ALSO. 
GENERAL VILLALOBOS, CHIEF OF THE GOP INFORMATION SYSTEM (SINADI), 

TOLD ARMY ATTACHE THAT THE "EL COMERCIO" ARTICLE WAS UNBALANCED 
AND THAT THE PAPER WOULD BE DIRECTED TO PRINT A SOUTH KOREAN 
INTERPRETATION OF EVENTS WHICH THE SOUTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR HAD 
ASKED TO BE PUBLISHED. ON AUGUST 26 "EL COMERCIO" DEVOTED 
ALMOST ONE-FOURTH OF ITS INTERNATIONAL PAGE TO A LETTER FROM 
THE SOUTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR OUTLINING THE HISTORY OF THE KOREAN 
SITUATION. 

3. GOP VIEWS ON THE PANMUNJOM INCIDENT ITSELF HAVE NOT BEEN 
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EXPRESSED. WE CANNOT DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THE INCIDENT MAY 
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AFFECT GOP POSTURE ON THE KOREAN ISSUE AT THE UN BUT WIRE SERVICE 
COVERAGE PORTRAYS NORTH KOREA AS CLEARLY AT FAULT. WE NOTE 
THAT THE GOP PRESENTED A RESERVATION ON THE KOREAN RESOLUTION 
AT THE COLOMBO NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT BECAUSE IT WAS ONE OF THOSE 
RESOLUTIONS WHICH WOULD "HARM COUNTRIES (IN THIS CASE SOUTH KOREA) 

WITH WHICH PERU MAINTAINS NORMAL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS". 

SMITH 
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